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Mission of R’s 
	Lesson Objective: I will learn how important refusing, reducing, reusing and recycling is to the environment.

	Length: 20 mins
Age Range: KS1 & KS2 (suitable for ages 5 – 11yrs)

	National curriculum links: 
Science: Understanding the impact of materials in the environment and critical thinking
Understand and develop knowledge and conceptual understanding of what happens to packaging once we have unwrapped a product 
This session offers children an opportunity for critical thinking, problem solving, grasping the lifecycle of products / materials i.e. what happens after we have bought a packet of crisps and think about the alternatives available
Other links:


52 Climate Actions – Action 11 Refuse, Reduce, Reuse & Recycle: Recycling gets a lot of attention, but it’s the least effective of the 5Rs. We need to be doing more refusing, whether it’s excess packaging, cheap goods that won’t last, or just simply something we don’t need. Take what you have already and make it last or give it a new lease of life

UN Sustainability Development Goals (SDGs)
4: Quality Education
12: Responsible Consumption and Production
13: Climate Change

	Equipment:
· Character List
· Mission of R’s Worksheet
· Any packaging per the worksheet list e.g water bottle, yoghurt pot, crisp packet etc

	Vocabulary: recycling, environment, refuse, reduce, landfill, refill

	Skills: Children will learn to think about packaging and the impact different packaging will have on the environment, as well as ways they can make changes to reduce waste.  

	Lesson Plan: 
1. Ask and discuss background questions
2. Introduce the main characters
3. Follow instructions to complete the Mission of R’s – facilitator to lead and ask pupils. Pupils to raise hands and give their answers, teacher / facilitator to record in the Mission of R’s worksheet
4. Go through results and find out if the Eco Squashers or Eco Protection Squad will win the mission
5. Go over closing questions

Background Questions:
· Do you know what happens to packaging, such as crisp packets or sweet wrappers, when it is thrown away in the bin? General waste is collected by waste management teams, sorted and then taken either to an incineration place where it is burnt or to landfill where it is buried

· Do you know what landfill is? A space for waste from our homes and other places to decompose / break down. It is usually a big hole in the ground but in some places it can just be an area of land where rubbish is put directly on the ground.

· What is recycling? The process of breaking down and reusing materials that would otherwise be thrown away in our rubbish bins, which then go to landfill – a big area where piles of rubbish are waste is buried between layers of earth to build up low-lying land


· What is reducing? Reducing means finding ways to reduce the packaging and products brought into our homes. For example, taking bags out when shopping to avoid bringing new ones back or bringing your own water bottle instead of buying water when out and about

· What is refilling? Reusing containers such as glass jars and bottles and filling them with products such as food or liquid

· Have you ever been to a refill shop? A shop where you bring your own containers such as glass jars, and fill them up with products such as pasta, rice, washing up liquid, shampoo, even chocolate


· Do you reuse anything at home or school such as bottles for water or lunch boxes?


· What is your favourite tip to refuse / reduce / refill / reuse / recycle?

Main characters:
The goodies:
Eco Protection Squad: A team of diverse super kids helping save Terra, Mother Earth, from Bill McGreedy and the Eco Squashers

Plastic-Free Prival: Squad Defender, Litter Picker and Plastic-Free expert! Prival researches all plastic free options she can find. She avoids single use plastic wrapped items and will come up with alternate options

Recycling Romesh: Recycling Romesh helps us navigate the crazy world of recycling, and helps us understand what we can recycle kerbside vs what we can recycle in other ways. He’s the first to admit when an item has to be put into the bin, and is always topping up his knowledge to be in the know with the latest recycling trends and loves sharing this with everyone

Reusable Ralph: Ralph is the Reduce & Reuse expert in the group. While his position sounds fancy, he is not. He is by far the mischievous one in the group! He has a lot of energy and when not pestering the Eco Squashers, enjoys playing jokes on his fellow Squad mates

The baddies:
Eco Squashers: Led by Bill McGreedy, this is a team who wants all the money and power and they don’t care what they destroy in order to get it

Toxic Twins, Gabbee Garbage and Larree Landfill: Twins Gabbee Garbage and Larree Landfill love litter. They want more and more rubbish to be thrown on the ground so they can grow bigger and slimier, and take over the world. With every item of rubbish thrown their way, they gobble it up and grow in size (and smell) and leave an icky toxic slime trail

Single-Use Sally: Team Lead for the Eco Squashers. She pops up every time there is an item that is single-use - this includes plastic, wrappers, bags, cans, foil, paper. Basically anything that is used once and then put in the bin where it can last for over 400 years! Sally can create waste from thin air

Mission of R’s:
Intro: 
The Eco Protection Squad need your help Sapling Squad! Plastic-Free Prival, Recycling Romesh and Reusable Ralph found out the Toxic Twins and Single-Use Sally from the Eco Squashers are attacking homes all over the place! 
They need YOU to work out common household items that could be reduced, refilled, reused and recycled to avoid filling up the general bin and helping the Toxic Twins grow bigger, slimier and smellier!

Activity:
Facilitator to go through example in Mission of R’s worksheet and then pick 10 items (time permitting) to ask the children. Keep count of which team (Eco Protection Squad or Eco Squashers) wins. Share results.

Closing Questions: 
· What did you learn today?
· Are you surprised by which team won the mission activity?
· Do you understand more about which items you can recycle at home? 
· What about items you can reuse or reduce?
· Will you try to refuse, reduce and recycle?
· Which team do you want to be on – the Eco Squashers or the Eco Protection Squad?
 

	Curriculum Extension Ideas
DT: Design a poster to showcase refusing, reducing and recycling vs landfill
English: Write a short letter to the PM about why more focus should be on refusing, reducing, reusing and recycling vs landfill
Maths: Work out how many items you go through a week at home that are recyclable or thrown away vs items that could be reused / refilled. Which has the most items?  
Geography: Pinpoint places in the world that have recycling systems vs those that don’t. Do you notice any patterns?
History: Research rubbish management from the past. What did they do with their rubbish? What materials were commonly recycled? What were they recycled into? Did they reuse items? Can we learn anything from people in the past?
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